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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the 
previous Office Action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is 
withdrawn. 

Examiner acknowledges receipt of the Applicants Arguments/Remarks filed on 
April 28, 2005 and August 11, 2006. It has been noted that Claims 1-9, 11-12, 15-25, 
27-28, and 31-94 are pending and Claims 10, 13-14, 26, and 29-30 have been 
canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-9, 11, 15-25, 27, 31-42, 44-55, & 57-94 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

103(a) as being unpatentable over Dahl (PCT WO 97/28636) in view of Brenner et 

al (US 5,830,068). 

Claims 1-2, 17-18, 33-34, and 46-47: Dahl discloses a method and means for 
providing a wagering service via an interactive telecommunications network or system 
(Abstract). The system comprises of a central gambling station that is connected to 
player terminals via interfaces within the network. The gambling station establish 
connections with calling players, checks the player identities, checks players accounts 
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in respective bank accounts (database corresponding to wager accounts), collects user 
inputs respective of played games, and transmits game instructions to and from the 
individual players. The gambling station provides two-way communications to banks, 
gambling authorities, players, etc. through a public telephone network, direct 
transmission lines, television links (Pg. 1 :34-Pg. 2:15). Dahl system discloses three 
different type of wagering interface systems. Dahl discloses an interactive voice 
response system that receives a voice prompts to a potential player and the player 
responds via a telephone by transmitting wagering data such as wagering account 
information (Pg. 5:5-Pg. 6:10). Dahl discloses a computer wagering control system that 
receives wagering account information from a player via personal computer (Pg. 7:1-5). 
Dahl further discloses teaches a television control system that comprises of a television 
& telephone interface, wherein a player can input wagering information via the 
telephone and visually see wagering and gaming information via the television (Pg. 5:5- 
Pg. 6:10). Dahl incorporates by reference (Remillard US 5,404,393) that interactive 
television terminals with set-top boxes are well known in the art. Dahl discloses that the 
gambling system establishes two-way communications via television links, telephone 
networks, and direct transmission lines. Dahl further discloses that interactive 
telecommunication systems earlier known in the art may also be included to the system 
without extending the scope of the said invention (Pg. 2:35-Pg. 3:1). Brenner discloses 
a television wagering control system that provides data relative to a single wagering 
account to television distribution system and receives wagering information from a 
television wagering terminal that comprises of a set-top box and a television (Col. 3:35- 
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45, Col. 6:55-63, Col. 7:35-54, Col. 15:26-35, Col. 19:35-51, Figs 1 & 29). Brenner 
discloses that such a system/interface decreases the amount of connect time via 
telephone lines and provide more information to the player via the television (Col. 1 :35- 
Col. 2:29). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the 
invention to modify the television wagering terminal of Dahl with the set-top wagering 
terminal of Brenner for the purposes and advantages of the above. 
Claims 3, 19, 35, 48, 61, 70, 79, & 88: Brenner discloses the television distribution 
system being a cable system (Col. 6:55-63). 

Claims 4, 20, 36, 49, 62, 71, 80, & 89: Brenner discloses the television distribution 

system being a satellite television system (Col. 6:55-63). 

Claims 5, 21, 37, 50, 63, 72, 81, & 90: Brenner discloses the television wagering 

terminal being a cable television set-top box (Col. 7:5-20, Col. 21:15-20, Fig. 30). 

Claims 6, 22, 38, 51, 64, 73, 82, & 91: Brenner discloses the television wagering 

terminal being a satellite television receiver (Col. 7:5-20). 

Claims 7, 23, 39, 52, 65, 74, 83, & 92: Brenner discloses the television wagering 

control system receiving the wager information from the television wagering terminal via 

a telephone system connection (Col. 7:35-53, Col. 19:35-50). 

Claims 8, 24, 40, 53, 66, 75, 84, & 93: Brenner discloses the television wagering 

control system receiving the wager information from the television wagering terminal via 

a cable system connection (Col. 19:35-50, Fig. 29 (376)). 
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Claims 9, 25, 41, 54, 67, 76, 85, & 94: Brenner discloses the television wagering 
terminal control system receiving the wager information from the television wagering 
terminal via a computer network connection (Col. 7:35-53, Col. 19:35-50). 
Claims 11, 27, 42, & 55: Dahl discloses the interactive voice response control system 
receiving wager information as signals generated in response to one or more telephone 
key depressions (Pg. 5:5-Pg. 6:10). 

Claims 15, 31, 44, 57, 59-60, 68-69, 77-78, & 86-87: Dahl discloses the computer 
wagering control system providing the data relating to the single wagering account to 
the external computer and receiving the wager information from the external computer, 
through a telephone connection to the external computer via the Internet (Pg. 7: 1-4, Pg. 
10:27-Pg. 11:6). 

Claims 16, 32, 45, & 58: Dahl discloses the computer wagering control system 
providing the data relating to the single wagering account to the external computer and 
receiving the wager information from the external computer, through a telephone 
connection to the external computer (Pg. 7: 1-4, Pg. 10:27-Pg. 11:6). It's well known 
that a telephone can be in the form of wired or wireless telephone. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to allow interaction communication through a wireless communication in 
order to allow all types of user interfaces to access the system. 

Claims 12, 28, 43, & 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dahl (PCT WO 97/28636) in view of Brenner et al (US 
5,830,068) in further view of Sakanishi et al (US 5,042,063). 
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Claims 12, 28, 43, & 56: Dahl in view of Brenner meets all the limitations as disclosed 
above, but excludes the interactive voice response control system receiving wager 
information as commands that are spoken by a caller. However, voice response 
systems that translate spoken words into commands are well known in the art. Dahl 
discloses that the gambling system establishes two-way communications via television 
links, telephone networks, and direct transmission lines. Dahl further discloses that 
interactive telecommunication systems earlier known in the art may also be included to 
the system without extending the scope of the said invention (Pg. 2:35-Pg. 3:1). 
Sakanishi discloses a telephone apparatus wherein a person does not have to press 
key to make calls but can simply say the dial commands. The telephone translates the 
utterances into dial commands (Abstract). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time of the invention to modify the system of Dahl in view of Brenner 
such that not is wagering data (numbers) keyed in via a telephone, but can be verbally 
spoken as well, as taught by Sakanishi. Such a modification would provide an 
alternative means for telephone users that do not want to press any keys. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicants arguments with respect to Claims 1-9, 11, 12, 15-25, 27, 28, and 31- 
94have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Remillard (US 5,404,393) teaches and interactive television system that comprises 
of a set-top box television terminal for user participation in various activities. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tramar Harper whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6177. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



